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Water Baptism Devotional 

 
We are so excited that you’ve decided to be Water Baptized!  This is big step of faith and 
obedience to God.  He is pleased by what you are doing and we believe that he is going to begin 
to work in your life in a whole new way as you take this next step. 
 
Before you are baptized, it is important to truly understand what you are doing and why it’s so 
significant.  That’s why we made this devotional for you.  We want this to not just be something 
that you do as a stand-alone event but rather to be a beginning step in a series of many steps as 
you follow Jesus. 
 
Before we begin, take some time to reflect on the following question: 
 

1. When did you decide to follow Jesus?  (Depending on your background, you may also 
know this as being “saved”, “born-again”, etc.)  

 
You may not know the answers to the following questions, but that’s OK!  You’ll learn the 
answers as you read this devotional and during your Baptism Orientation Class on the day of 
your baptism. 
 

1. What does it mean to be water baptized? 
 
 

2. Why do you want to be water baptized? 
 
 
 
Obeying Jesus’ Commandment  
 
Matthew 28:19-20 
“So you must go and make disciples of all nations.  Baptize them in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit.  Teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.  And you can be sure that I 
am always with you, to the very end.” 
 
Being water baptized is one of the first steps you take as a follower of Jesus.  When we decide to 
follow Jesus, it’s not enough to just learn about him.  We must also do the things he did.  Jesus 
modeled certain things for us.  One of those things was being baptized himself.  Read the 
following account of Jesus’ baptism. 
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Matthew 3: 13-17 
“Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan coming to John, to be baptized by him.  But John tried to 
prevent Him, saying, “I have need to be baptized by You, and do You come to me?” But Jesus answering 
said to him, “Permit it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he 
permitted Him. After being baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens 
were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and lighting on Him, and behold, a voice 
out of the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well-pleased.” 
 
Jesus humbled himself as a human being and was baptized.  This is the main reason why we 
should also get baptized.  It’s such a simple reason, but it’s what Jesus intends for you.  This is 
because it’s a symbolism of something powerful that happened in your life as you’ll read next. 
 
An Outward Picture 
 
Colossians 2:12 
“When you were baptized, you were buried together with him [Jesus].  You were raised to life together 
with him by believing in God’s power.  God raised Jesus from the dead.” 
 
Water baptism is an outward picture of what God has changed on the inside of you.  Remember, 
baptism isn’t changing you.  Baptism does not save you.  The change has already been done 
when you decided to follow Jesus!  This is very important to understand. 
 
 When Jesus died on the cross, he was buried and then raised again on the third day!  The same 
exact thing happened inside of you in spiritual form the moment you decided to get saved.  You 
were literally made dead to your past sinful nature.  That sin was buried (forgiven) and then you 
were raised up as a new creation in Jesus!  That’s good news!  When you get baptized, you are 
symbolically identifying with Jesus.  This isn’t just for you, by the way.  This is also for those 
who watch you get baptized.  They get to see the outward picture of what God has done inside of 
you!  It’s a celebration! 
 
A Decision of Faith 
 
Romans 6:4 
“By being baptized, we were buried with Christ (Jesus) into his death.  Christ has been raised from the 
dead by the Father’s glory.  And like Christ we can also live a new life.” 
 
That verse is an awesome truth, but it’s a mystery at the same time.  How can we actually be 
buried with Jesus?  Is this real?  This concept isn’t really something that our human minds can 
reason through.  It’s a spiritual concept that requires faith.  By taking this step of faith, you begin 
your new life in Jesus with faith and obedience.  That’s why baptism is such an important next 
step after you get saved!  Our relationship with Jesus requires us to place our lives in his hands 
and follow him with absolute surrender and trust.  It’s not a one-time decision.  It’s not just an 
experience.  It is our new life!   
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Your baptism will be a constant reminder of that decision you made in faith.  And God is pleased 
by your decision because of that faith. (Hebrews 11:6) 
 
Again, we are so excited for you!  Keep moving forward and taking next steps! 
 
 
If you have any questions, concerns, or you’d like to know what your next step might be, here 
are 3 resources for you: 
 

• Call to talk to one of our pastors at 228-832-5100 
• Email info@northwood.tv 
• www.northwood.church/nextsteps 

 


